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d JOINT ACTION POSSIBLE. 


pal, Te LONG-DEFERRED ‘-atification 
by the French Senate, July 10, of the 





extent of dismissing British officials, if 
recommended, while the American Gov- 


































treaties negotiated at the Washington ernment agrees, on its part, to a post- 
Kel- Conference in 1922 clears the ground for ponement of action on the question of ex- 
vith joint action by the Powers in dealing with _ territoriality vet the present disturb- 
ion the threatening situation in China. The ance has quietef’dewn. “Concerning this 
the American Secretary of State was last week latter question, the British Prime Min- 
unts called into conference with President Cool- ister is quoted as Having said in the House 
idve, after which it was announced that of Commons on July 8 that while he was 
Af- in regard to our policy in China “the cor- aware that Germany, Austria and Russia 
ran- nerstone. so far as this Government had renounced their extra-territorial privi- 
Lich, is concerned, may be said to be a scrupu- leges in China, “His Majesty’s Govern- 
Bri- lous observance of the obligations to China ment is not prepared to follow the example 
ttle entered into at the Washington Confer- of these countries.” 
pro- ence, . with the insistence that the Gov- It is notable, however, that in the an- 
le of ernment of China take adequate measures nouncement from the Summer White 
the for the protection of foreigners and to House insistence upon the protection of 
carry out her responsibilities under the foreigners carries equal weight with ob- 
the Treaty.” ; servance of our obligations to China. It 
1 is Apparently inspired news despatches is not at present apparent as to how the 
need quote the Administration as taking the impotent Central Government of Pekin 
ning ground that the policies enunciated at the can enforce order. The anti-foreign feel- 
work Washington Conference should be carried ing seems to be increasing rather than 
tions into effect without delay, and that no new diminishing, and is apparently traceable 
“s of policies dealing with the present Chinese quite as much to a deep-seated resentment 
thor- emergency should be adopted by other against the treatment long accorded the 
‘hout countries contrary to the agreements of Chinese by the Powers as to the indubit- 
ytem- the Nine Power Treaty. Such an attitude, able and not surprising influence of Rus- 
e As- if consistently followed, would call for sian agitation in ¢ hina. 
will firm and tactful leadership, if the views The Chinese Government addressed a 
work of the British Government are correctly note to the Diplomatic Corps at Pekin, 
n the reflected in the British press. There are June 24, asking for the revision of the 
f the persistent rumors that Britain has been old treaties which accorded spe cial privi- 
As- endeavoring to reach a separate agreement leges to foreigners. Reiterating its in- 
rma- with China, possibly in conjunction with sistence upon the release of Chinese ar- 
neva Japan, which would, of course, be contrary rested at Shanghai during the strike 
York to the spirit of the Washington Agree- troubles, and the reinstatement of strik- 
ment. ers, it argues that Chinese relations with 
: There is also the report, so far lacking the Powers can be made more cordial and 
nited official confirmation, that the American that foreign rights and interests would be 
Lay. Government has reached a compromise advanced by the abolition of extraordinary 
ghes. agreement with Britain and Japan where-_ pr ivileges and immunities given under ex- 
This by Great Britain would accept the find- isting treaties. The note closes with the 
ines of an impartial inquiry into the declaration that when China entered the 
Ss causes of the Shanzhai riots, even to the World War, she was encouraged to hope 











that this would mean a definite improve 
ment of her international status. 

The latest news, July 14, indicates that 
President Coolidge is urging prompt ac- 
tion by the signatories to the Washington 
Conference treaties. 

CHRISTINA MERRIMAN. 


Notes 


USSIAN developments of the last few 

weeks, though not spectacular, are 
symptomatic of a substantial revival of in- 
terest by foreign financiers in the possi- 
bilities of profitable investments there. A 
number of extensive concessions, some to 
British and some to British-American 
groups, have been announced. 

The Soviet Government announced 
from Moscow on June 20, its decision to 
issue a new internal loan of 300,000,000 
rubles to “strengthen the working capital 
of State industry and cooperative concerns 
engaged upon the re-establishment of the 
Soviet national economy.” The present 
loan is said to be the sixth issued by the 
Government since the adoption of the new 
monetary system. The first two loans are 
reported to have been covered by compul- 
sory subscription, while the later ones 
were distributed among the State coopera- 
tive organizations. The new loan is an- 
nounced to be voluntary. 

Reports would indicate that the Soviets 
are making a determined bid for foreign 
capital by conceding recognition of pri- 
vate enterprise as an essential in the de- 
velopment of industry. The All-Russian 
Textile Syndicate and the Amtorg Trad- 
ing Corporation, with headquarters in 
New York, have announced extensive ex- 
ports. The former company bought $36,- 
340,000 worth of the 1924-25 cotton crop, 
while the latter has bought for export raw 
material the value of which reaches into 
eight figures. Officials of both companies 
assert that they are operating under a 
section of the Russian Soviet Law refer- 
ring to the system and organization of 
foreign trade. 

A report of the United States Shipping 
Board for the first five months of 1925 
shows a large increase of exports to Rus- 
sia. The shipments included among other 
things agricultural implements, flour, and 
3,000 tons of dried eggs from China. 


ORMER Representative Frederick C. 
F Hicks of New York, the new Alien 
Property Custodian, announced, June 21, 
that he is putting into operation a new 
plan to handle the more than $276,000,000 
of money and securities of subjects of 
enemy Governments during the World 
War still held by his office. He hopes 
to effect a saving of $150,000 a year in 
the administration of these trusts and to 
increase the number of claims allowed 
from 650 to 900 a month. He also an- 
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nounced that under the provisions of the 
law, more than $290,000,000 have been re. 
turned to the former owners. The total 
taken over from enemy aliens was more 
than $623,000,000. The difference between 
this amount and that still held by the Cus- 
todian, plus that returned, is represented 
by enemy ships and other property. 








ICHOLAS MURRAY BUTLER, Pres. 
4 N ident of Columbia University, has 
Just spent a week in Geneva making an 
intensive study of the League and the In- 
ternational Labor Office. He declared on 
leaving: 

“The League of Nations as an organization 
for international cooperation and world edu- 
cation is a success, and the Government could 
not make a better investment than to attach 
to the legation at Berne a man of ministerial 
rank to observe its work and report its activi- 
ties to Washington. 

“Frankly,” he continued, “I was astounded 
by the things I learned of League activi- 
ties. .. . Not only the average person but 
many of the best educated people are totally 
ignorant concerning the League.... I 
would dare say that there are not five persons 
in the Cabinet or Congress really familiar 
with the organization. . . . Isolation today is 
impossible. . . . The United States Govern- 
ment would find it a cheap investment to 
spend some $20,000 a year to attach to the 
legation at Berne a diplomat who would live 
at Geneva and observe and report on the 
League work.” 


The idea is not new, but it is interesting 
as coming from President Butler. Colonel 
Edward M. House long ago advocated this 
step, and General Charles H. Sherrill, a 
confirmed anti-Leaguer, devoted to it 
three-quarters of a speech in behalf of the 
Monroe Doctrine at a Foreign Policy 
luncheon last year. 





*HE United States Department of 
_2 State on July 7 instructed the Amer- 
ican Minister to Switzerland to arrange 
for the attendance, unofficially, of Mr. S. 
Pinkney Tuck, American Consul at Gen- 
eva, at the seventh session of the Ad- 
visory Committee on Traffic in Opium of 
the League of Nations, to be held in Gen- 
eva, August 24. 


HE prolonged’ Belgian ministerial 

crisis—for ten weeks there was no 
Cabinet—was ended June 17, when the 
Chamber of Deputies accorded a vote of 
confidence in the new Ministry headed by 
M. Poullet, a Catholic. The chief Min- 
istries are divided between Socialist and 
Catholic members. 





Since Lenin Died. By MAX EASTMAN. 
New York: Boni & Liveright, 1925. 

A well documented account of the dif- 
ferences between Trotzky and the Russian 
Central Executive Committee, upholding 
Trotzky’s position. Invaluable to students 
of Russian political conditions. 
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